[Development and genetic anomalies of the eye].
The eye is a complex organ whose embryonic origin and developmental dynamics are now better known. The genetic basis of eye development is interesting with respect to both fundamental notions and medical implications. They are reviewed here in the light of the latest anatomical and molecular knowledge. Anomalies of the master control pathways and differentiation cascades are described, with reference to human cases and animal models. New knowledge of the pathophysiology of inherited defects sometimes challenges old classifications, provides new diagnostic tools, and may soon lead to novel treatments.